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TENNIS

By Greg Hobbs

BRITAIN'S Andy Murmray defied
*brutal conditions to cruise into the
second round of the US Open at
Flushing Meadows.

Murray had o wait until the thind
day to play his first-round match
against Slovakia's Lukas Lacko but
needed just one hour and 51 minutes
o complete a 6-3, 6-2, 6-2 victory on
Arthur Ashe Stadinm.

‘With the temperature in New York
approaching 100 degrees Fahrenheit,
Murray was delighted 1o deal with the
world No,T1 so quickly.

‘I managed to get through in straight
sets s I'm pleased, but it was a fot
tougher than the score suggests,” he
said. “Everyone in my box always

)Scot defies conditions to
make fine New York start

tells me it"s & lot tougher watching in

the heat than playing but I'm not so

sure. It was brutal conditions,"
Murray, the fourth seed, broke

3

Grand Slam matches won by Lacke
in his career to date
Lacko in the fourth game on his way
to taking the opening set 6-3.
Although he was broken himself in
the next set, three further breaks of
his opponent saw Murmay take the
second comfortably 6-2. Lacko had

reached the second round at the
Australian Open, French Open and
Wimbledon this year,

But he was not about to complete
the set at Flushing Meadows as he
lost a further two service games in the
third set to give Murray the chance to
serve oul and complete a routine
victony.

And there was more good news for
Murray as Wimbledon finalist Tomas
Berdych, the seventh seed and a
potentially tough quarter-final oppo-
nenl, was beaten in straight sets by
France's Michael Llodra,

Murray’s too hot to handle

Eyes on the prize:

Munray on his way
to victory in New
York last night

Y Azarenka in
collapse scare

A new journey begins
tomorrow...

VICTORIA AZARENKA
collapsed on conrt during
her second-round match
against Gisela Dulko at
the US Open vesterday.
As temperatures hit 100
degrees Fahrenheit, the
Belarusian tenth seed
slumped to the ground
while 5-1 down and was
taken off in a wheelchair,
1t later emerged her
illness was not primarily
beat refated.
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Palace. The former Juvenius,
Inter Mian, Barcelona and
Ajax midfielder made his
league debut for the Eagles
against Scunthorpe at
Glanford Park. But a bigger
Joit 1o the system came when
he had 1o fork out loose
change for his ticket as

it wasn't first class.

Kendall suffers
an ear-bashing
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