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Louise Cook, 24 from Maidstone in Kent, completed
her debut season in the Dulux Trade MSA British
Rally Championship this weekend. Louise became
the DT MSA BRC Ladies Champion and collected 2nd
place from 13 runners in Britain's most competitive
one make rally series, the M-Sport Ford Fiesta Sport
Trophy. Louise was forced to contest the season in
the older slower Fiesta ST due to a lack of funds but
amazingly against 11 male drivers in the new Fiesta
R2, Louise finished the season with 11 drivers
behind her in the table. Louise also collected a top 10
in the BRC Formula 2 championship, 7#/21 Junior,
and 7t/21 in BRC R2 Class.

“| am over the moon, | thought the cancellation of the
Isle of Man Rally had taken all my chances away of a
better championship position, but our consistent
quick pace through the season worked in our favour.”
Said the British Champion.

The late news just the day before Trackrod Rally
Yorkshire that October's Rally Isle of Man was
unexpectedly cancelled meant International Rally
Yorkshire became the season’s final event. The drop
scores of the British Rally Championship were no
longer applicable so all 6 scores now counted.
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Cookie suffering a non start on the previous round in
Ulster left Louise in limbo. “As soon as | got the
email, | spent an hour working out every possibility. If
| won the rally outright above all the 4WD cars | could
not finish any higher than 4t in the Fiesta Sport
Trophy. If I got the car to the finish, | would climb the
table to 4" and maybe climb further in the unlikely
event of the Finland Fiesta Sport Trophy Champion
2010 Jussi Kumpumaki and ex Karting Champion
Nick Cristofaro not making the finish. | could even get
as far up as second in the Fiesta Sport Trophy UK so
| just had to get the Fiesta home. No rally driver
wants to drive slowly, it was painful, and much more
stressful than driving flat out! | knew | had a duty to
my sponsors to give them the best result | could after
all their support this season. | had to be professional
and do my job.” Said Cook.

The first stage, 14 miles of the notorious Dalby
Forest got under way. 5 miles in, Louise’s competitor,
Jussi Kumpumaki had crashed off the road. “It was
good to see that they were alright, and the car,
though dented, did not look so bad. | thought, these
stages must be really tricky as the Finish Fiesta
Sport Champion Kumpumaki is a great driver. It
started to blow my mind and | felt the pressure
double as a finish would now mean joint 3rd with
Jussi.” Said Louise.

Cookie carried on through the next three stages and
got to the first service all intact with no problems to
report. It was then back out to another two stages,
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the Langdale stage being particularly rough, a real
car breaker. ‘I thought if a car is going to break, it is
going to break here.” said Louise.

The crew made it through and back for 2nd service.
After looking through the times, competitor Nick
Cristofaro had no times posted for the last 2 stages.
Louise noticed he was also not at the time control for
Service In. Nick had fell victim to the Langdale stage,
breaking a driveshaft. This now meant Louise’s
professional strategy and painful caution had put her
in a position to climb to an unbelievable 2nd place in
her debut season in the Ford Fiesta Sport Trophy if
only she could make it to the end. The pressure was
really on. “| still had 3 stages to get round, including
Langdale, which had a surface like the Moon!! |
couldn’t believe it. | was cringing at every bump and
pot hole and avoided anything that could get in the
way of 2nd place. | was accelerating so progressively
to look after the drive shafts and short shifted to save
the engine and gearbox, it was intense!” Said Cook.

Louise finished the rally drama free and 2nd in the
Fiesta Sport Trophy Championship for 2011 was
hers along with being crowned British Ladies Rally
Champion and in her debut season in the DT MSA
British Rally Championship.

Follow Louise’s progress at www.cutecookie.co.uk or
maybe you could join her as 3¢ driver of
http://www.facebook.com/RallyTeamGB by entering
the teams Facebook competition.

Pos Name Nationality | Total Car
1 Osian Pryce GB 97 Fiesta R2
H Louise Cook GB 67 Fiesta ST “Unbelievable end to a crazy season, it would have been
3 Jussi Kumpumaki FIN 66 Fiesta R2 . . .
4 Nick Cristofaro | GB 54 Fiesta ST impossible without all the support from everyone, | thank
5 Kit Leigh GB 62 FiestaR2 i d f i
= Craig broan o5 o PRy everyone massively for making this possple, you know
7 Alex Laffey GB 54 FiestaR2 who you all are! | could not have done this without my
8 D 10'B IRL M FiestaR2 . R
5 At Fotor— e o FaieRs sponsors A4G, Flamingo Land, FloPlast, GetMeMedia,
|19 Molly Taylor | AUS 18 FiestaR2 Medway Metals, MotoForce, Quazar International, RAJ
11 John Boyd GB 15 Fiesta R2 . .
12 John MacCrone | GB 0 FiestaR2 Motorsport, Rebel Nails, Rosler UK, Seymour Van Hire,
13 | Peter Taylor B 0 FiestaR2 Spyder Creative, The Marine Travel Company, United
DULUX TRADE MSA BRITISHRALLY CHAMPIONSHIP LADIES CUP Springs, Wolfrace Wheels all my product sponsors and a
Pos | Name Nationality | Total | Car big thank you to all my Promotion 50 supporters and
[ 1 Louise Cook | GB 98 Fiesta ST . . "
2 Molly Taylor AUS 20 FiestaR2 everyone who has been supportive this season.
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